
journals which the general practitioner is most likely to
read. These articles subserve no good purpose in advanc¬
ing the progress of ophthalmic science. They are written,
as Dr. Joseph Eastman said, in the Section of Gynecology at
the last meeting of the American Medical Association, like
the tariff bill "of these Democratic Senators, a tariff for
revenue only."
The time has come when the better class of oculists should

cry out against this debauchery of ophthalmic science. This
advice will apply to all specialties. The attempt is to nar¬
row the field of usefulness of the general practitioner until
the only recourse for him will be to make a specialty of gen¬
eral practice. Because operations have been rendered easy
and comparatively successful, specialists have often become
egotists. No doubt this spirit of egotism has prompted the
publication of the articles above mentioned.
The well-informed general practitioner can often teach a

specialist more in a minute than the specialist can teach him
in an hour. The great advances in ophthalmic science
within the last fifty years have been due very largely to
the general practitioner. Some of the most valuable hints,
those hints which often do more for a surgeon's reputa¬
tion than the most formidable operation he may perform
have come to us from general practitioners. You per¬
haps have never seen in a text-book on the eye that when a

foreign body is lodged under an eye-lid, by rubbing the other
eye it will often be dislodged and removed, and trouble the
eye no more forever. The rhinologist perhaps has never
read in a text-book of laryngology that an acute coryza may
be very quickly and efficiently broken up by the inhalation
of the fumes of iodin crystals placed in a bottle. These
valuable hints were given the author by a prominent prac¬
titioner of this place whose modesty has prevented him from
writing a lengthy article advising the specialist what he
should know of general practice. Very many other hints
might be given similar to the two above.
All honor to our general practitioners. May their shadows

never grow less. May the bulk of their knowledge on eye
diseases continually increase. May the size of their pocket
book be more plethoric. May those who limit their practice
exclusively to a certain disease, because of circumstances not
their o!«n,reverence the general practitioner,the old-fashioned
family physician, whose skill has pulled us through many
rough experiences on beds of pain. It is to be wondered at
why general practitioners have not filled the pages of
our medical journals with articles entitled thus: "What
the Specialist Should Know of General Practice."

Geo. F. Keiper, M.D.

SOCIETY NEWS.
Twelfth International Medical Congress.\p=m-\Thenext Inter-

national Medical Congress will be held in Moscow, Russia,
in August, 1896.
Medical Society Missouri Valley.\p=m-\Theannual meeting of the

Medical Society of the Missouri Valley will be held in
Council Bluffs, Iowa, Thursday, Sept. 20, 1894.
Medical Society of the State of West Virginia.\p=m-\TheMedical

Society of the State of West Virginia convened in its twenty-
seventh annual session at Berkeley Springs, W. Va., July 10
and 11. Ten new members were admitted to the Society,
making a total of 221. President R. W. Hazlett delivered
his annual address. The following papers were read:
" New Remedies," by Dr. E. H. Fravel ; "The Prevention of

Consumption," by Dr. N. D. Baker ; " The Prevention of
Tuberculosis," by Dr. A. S. Maddox ; "A Synopsis of Prac-
tical Bacteriology with Demonstrations," by Dr. J. Schwynn ;

"A Plea for the Old Physician," by Dr. C. F. Ulrich ; "Anti-
septics in Normal Labor," by Dr. W. P. Hogue ; "A Witness
in Court," by Dr. D.P.Morgan ; "O'Dwyer's Operation, with
Report of Three Cases," by Dr. R. H. Cummins ; " The Influ¬
ence of Bacteriology upon Surgical Practice," by Dr. B.J.
Reed ;

" Legislation for the Prevention of Blindness," by Dr.
G. A. Aschman.
Resolutions attached to the above paper, similar to those

adopted by a number of other State societies for the pre¬
vention of blindness, were unanimously adopted and re¬
ferred to the Committee on Legislation.
Dr. J. D. Myers, of Huntington, informed the Society of

his intention of issuing a monthly medical publication,
The West Virginia Journal of Medicine and Surgery.
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year:
President: Dr. D. Mayer, of Charleston.
Vice-Presidents: First District, Dr. R. H. Cummins, of

Wheeling; Second District, Dr. C. S. Hoffman, of Keyser ;
Third District, Dr. V. T. Churchman, of Charleston ; Fourth
District, Dr. W. S. Keefer, of Parkersburg.
Secretary: Dr. G. A. Aschman, of Wheeling.
Treasurer: Dr. J. A. Campbell, of Wheeling.
Next year's meeting will beheld at Elkins, W. Va., and

Dr. B. M. Smith was appointed Chairman of the Committee
of Arrangements. The exact date will be left to the decision
of the officers.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Cholera Disinfection.\p=m-\Inasmuchas all researches on the

subject go to prove that the cholera bacterium dies at 50
degrees C., and very quickly at 70 degrees C.,and seeing that
a mixture of one part of choleraic matter with ten of boil-
ing water preserves a temperature of not less than 85 to 55
degrees for an hour (which is long enough to kill the stout-
est cholera microbe), Dr. Valaeff, after thorough experi-
ment, proposes to disinfect cholera stools by means of boil-
ing water, which can be procured pretty nearly everywhere.
Instead of being placed in corrosive sublimate solution, all
linen soiled by cholera dejections should be plunged in boil-
ing water, and allowed to remain submerged for fifteen or
twenty minutes.
The Situation.\p=m-\Publichealth conditions in the United

States remain free from sensational features, despite the
efforts of an occasional daily paper to create alarm by its
headlines. Even in Milwaukee, where the anti-vaccinists
have done some mischief as elsewhere detailed in this issue of
the Journal, it appears from the latest report of Dr. U. O. B.
Wingate, Secretary of the Wisconsin State Board of Health,
that there have been only 55 cases of smallpox with 6
deaths since January last, and a total of 135 cases and 33
deaths in the entire State. (Abstract of Sanitary Reports, Aug.
10, inst.)
A British " tramp " steamer, from Liverpool via Colon,

Belize, Honduras and Vera Cruz, has given the New Orleans
health authorities some little concern on account of the
development on board of a suspicious case of sickness after
her arrival at the city pier ; she had been detained at quar¬
antine for seven days for cleansing and fumigation and was
supposed to be free from infection. While there were some
characteristic symptoms of yellow fever lacking, the case
was sufficiently suspicious to warrant the return of the
vessel, crew, and sick man to the quarantine station, which
was done on the 14th.
There is little to add to last week's summary of the chol¬

era situation in Europe. Only in Russia may the disease
properly be called epidemic, although its spread in Austria-
Hungary, in the crown-land of Galicia, is becoming threat-
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